August-September, 2022

Bascom United Methodist Church
“Reaching People with the Love of Christ”
Worship on Sunday morning at 10:30
Sunday School 9:30

Danene said it best, “Oh my, another school shooting” a few months ago as we first learned about the shooting at Robb
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, on Tuesday, May 24th. We were still processing the mass shootings in Oxford,
Michigan and Buffalo, New York when we realized evil had once again made its presence known. And there have been
others since including the July 4th shooting in Highland Park, Illinois.
The question, as always, is how are we as Christians supposed to react to all this? The violence. The pain and
suffering. The insanity. On top of this, we see the politicians using the tragedy as a means to further their agendas as
those who have chanted “Defund the police” for two years hypocritically now blame law enforcement for not acting
swift enough, or even stopping the shootings all together. I am just as frustrated by all of this as you. But I ask again,
how are we as Christians supposed to react to all of this?
We begin, as we should in all things, with prayer. While it may sound trite to some, prayer is the starting point
for our response to tragedy. We need to bring our concerns and lament to God. In Philippians 4:6-7 (a portion of
Scripture we may all want to commit to memory), Paul writes these words: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
There is no anxiety, concern, fear, or real-life situation that is out of bounds for prayer. We can and should
convert our anguish and anxieties into prayer that we bring to God. The Apostle Paul tells us that as we do this God’s
peace will powerfully guard our hearts and minds in the midst of our praying. So, in this situation we should pray for the
families who lost loved ones, whether children or adults. We should pray for those who witnessed the activity as they
struggle to come to terms with this terrible event. We should pray for all these too many communities as they reel from
these experiences. We should lift our lament to the Lord about why this happened and why violence plagues our world.
In times like this it is good to pray our concerns back to God. And yes, we should pray for those that commit these
heinous crimes.
We need to ask questions. Psalm 13 asks this question, “How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long
will you hide your face from me?” (Psalm 13:1). Throughout the Scripture, but particularly in the Psalms, we see
examples of people coming to God in the midst of their confusion and angst. This gives us permission to ask our
questions of angst and concern before God as well. We do not need to be afraid to come to God with our questions.
Asking ‘why’ of God may not always give us the answers we want, but I firmly believe that there is no question we can
throw at God that He cannot handle. Psalm 22 begins with these words: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Jesus quoted these words while hanging on the Cross, where He took all the anguish of the world upon Himself in a way
that impacted His relation to the Father. We may feel stress, confusion, and angst when faced with events like this, and
we need to give ourselves freedom to bring our questions of God.

We need to look honestly at our world. The world we enjoy is a beautiful place. We see the beauty in splendor
of creation and vast stretches of the universe that we see in the night sky. When we look at our own lives and in the
history of the world, it is also amazing to see tremendous acts of bravery and selfless love that can come in the midst of
difficult seasons and broken places. At the very same time, cycles of evil and violence continue to grip our world,
bringing fresh devastation and pain such as what we see right now. In times of loss or tragedy we need to look honestly
at our world, neither turning a blind eye to the beauty and goodness nor ignoring the pain and evil. As Christians we can
live in the truth about these things, grappling with them while not living in denial. Jesus Himself said that it was the truth
that sets us free (John 8:32).
We need to talk about it with others, especially our children and grandchildren (with the parents permission of
course). One of the most important things we can do during times like this is to talk about it with others, to enter into
conversations that help us process through what is happening. This is also true of the children in our lives. It is not
helpful to avoid the conversation with our kids because they are hearing about this and probably talking about it with
their peers. We need to also talk honestly about the situation with our children in ways that are appropriate for their
age. Young children may not be able to have long conversations but may return to the topic again and again.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 says, “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up.” We have an opportunity to help our kids grow in their sense of faith, life, and who God is as they grapple with their
questions. We should let children ask their questions without always feeling like we must have all the answers. Talking
helps us grieve, process, and grow.
We need to do something about it. A lot of people talk about hugging their children and other loved ones and
making the most of every moment after an event like these. That is a great thing and I strongly encourage us to do that.
At the same time, as the people of God in this world, we must also do more than that. Yes, we need to pray, ask our
questions, look honestly at the world, and talk with people about the situation, but we also need to do something about
it. This is not the time for the church of Jesus Christ in North America to fall asleep at the wheel. We need to step
forward into the midst of the world that is marked by both beauty and brokenness. Jesus did not step back from an
aching world but stepped right into the middle of it. Let’s share the love of Jesus Christ. Let’s get to know people and
reach out to people. Step into the public sphere in the name of Jesus to make a difference in the situations of individuals
and families, but also in your city, neighborhood, and world. Pray for your schools with other parents or community
leaders.
Finally, we need to remember that when Jesus’ came into the world it was a dark place. John says that Jesus
came like a light shining in the darkness that could not be overcome no matter how overshadowing that darkness was.
The birth and early years of Jesus were marked by gritty realities of the broken world. The light came into the gritty
darkness of our world. A world stained by violence, sin and evil. And that light brought illumination and life, joy and
hope, salvation and eternal life to a world that is quaking, shaking, and shuddering for redemption. May His light and life
shine through us. And may the true blessing of God – all His goodness and His greatness – come into our land this
season. Because we deeply need it.
“[Jesus spoke these words] I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33

God Bless…Pastor Dean

Adult Sunday School
Beginning in July, the Class began a study by Rob Suggs titled, “The Ten Commandments.” Long ago, God gave
these commandments to Moses and the Israelites. These laws should still serve to guide our lives today. A
saying one of the individuals in the class recently read in a catalog was, “I did not intend for the Ten
Commandments to be suggestions – signed God.” It seems that we struggle with just ten rules and so far, the
Class seems to enjoy the discussion as we discuss one commandment at a time.
The door is always open as we “keep the Sabbath” every Sunday morning down the hall from the sanctuary.
Please join us!!
*****************************************************************************************

Bascom Community Calendar
For the 61st year, the church is selling the Bascom Community Calendar. Individuals with calendar routes will
be working on the calendar listings this summer. Calendar orders and updated listings are due Sunday August
28, 2022. If you are not contacted by Monday, August 29, 2022, please telephone Ron Lutz for assistance
(home phone) 419-448-8675 or rlutz8@woh.rr.com. The calendar price is still $5.00 each.
******************************************************************************************

.
In the fall we will be stripping and sealing the Fellowship Hall (basement) floor. This will require two teams of
two or three people each. Please consider volunteering.

August-September Events
Aug. 6
Aug. 7
Aug. 15-21
Sept. 1
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept. 16-17

Men’s breakfast at Denny’s
Communion Sunday
Pastor Dean and Danene on vacation
First day of school at Hopewell Loudon
Men’s breakfast location TBA
Communion Sunday
Labor Day
Pastor Dean attending Course of Study

The Sea of Galilee In Israel

9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

by David Padfield

The Sea of Galilee is a freshwater lake in northern Israel, part of the Jordan River system. The lake itself is
rather small—only nine miles long and five miles wide, and less than 150 feet deep.
In the Old Testament the lake was known as Chinnereth, which is derived from the Hebrew word for "harp,"
which describes the shape of the lake (Num. 34:11; Josh. 12:3).
The New Testament contains numerous references to the lake itself, and fishing, the casting of nets, catches
and boats. The Romans referred to this lake as the Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1). In the first century cured fish
from this lake were sent as far away as Rome.
This small sea is surrounded by a high and almost unbroken wall of hills, on account of which it is exposed
to frequent sudden and violent storms. Most of our Lord's public ministry was spent around this body of
water—at least nine very populous cities could be found on the banks surrounding this small sea.

July Administrative Board Meeting
July 12, 2022 7:00 p.m.
Present: Pastor Dean, Mike Prosser, Lori Clay, Carolyn Thallman, Don Thallman, Betty Park, Bruce Kreh, Helen
Emerine, Carol Reisner
******************************************************************************************************
Pastor Dean opened the meeting with prayer. He then stated the sanctuary electric project was completed by
Clouse Electric. The quote was $2500. Actual price was $1220. $500 toward the cost was given back to us by
Zimmerman Roofing due to their roof installation causing the issue and $500 was given toward the project by
Ed Smith. Our electrical work is now in compliance.
American Home Elevators came and checked the elevator issues. They suggested yearly checks and not to
continue with Burning Lifts. Pastor Dean will call for status of the repairs. The lift is working better. We have
not yet received an invoice. The chimney cracks were looked at and should be resolved with some mortar or
caulk.

Regarding the parsonage, AWHR wanted a $460 buyout for the water heater, which we declined, so we
purchased a 50 gallon water heater for $440 and installed it. We will no longer pay a monthly fee for rental of
the water heater. RotoRooter was called again and came to work on the upstairs tub, so it is good again. The
NW maple tree at the parsonage is dying and needs removed per Hawk Tree Service. The motion we accept
his bid with a limit of $2000 (or $500 donation) for tree & stump removal was made by Betty Park, seconded
by Mike Prosser, and the motion carried. The current roof fund balance is $5367.56.
In old business, Ron Lutz has asked for someone to replace him doing the church audit. Larry Beidelschies was
suggested as a replacement. Drew Shaver has asked for a $200 donation for Eagle Scout Project help, which
was approved by the Board. Drew will make a presentation to the congregation in the future.
The parsonage deed needs converted from United Brethren to United Methodist. Larry Beidelschies is
investigating this. The deed is hand-written, and we will need the assistance of a pro bono attorney.
The Global Methodist Church has launched. It is still unclear as to what the cost and procedure would be if a
church decides to leave the Conference. We will continue to monitor the situation. A church vote in the future
is possible.
Wedding contract proposals will be passed out at the end of the meeting for the board to review and this will
be discussed at the next meeting.
There is a wedding scheduled for 2/2/23 here at the church that has requested that Nick Reinhard perform the
service. The board decided that this is ok due to their family relationship. We had another request for
someone to renew their vows at the church but use only a non-denominational pastor. The board denied this
request due to the fact that our pastor would not have involvement.

The left side of the sanctuary has been really cold due to the fact that both air conditioners are on that side of
the sanctuary. It was decided to turn off the back air conditioner before the worship service, but the fans will
be left on to make sure that everyone is comfortable.
It was mentioned that the microphones for the liturgists need some work so that everyone can be heard.
Pastor Dean has started his St. Francis service rotation every other month on a one week rotation.
There were no corrections or additions to last month’s meeting minutes. The cost of the church gas budget
amount was discussed. Lori Clay gave the Treasurer’s report and checkbook balance of $10514.41. The
Vanguard balance is $33097.91 and Selected Shares fund is $41916.12. We just received a dividend of
$1733.00 from Selected Shares. Betty Park motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report, Carol Reisner seconded
the motion, and the motion carried.
Our collaboration with Splash of Love is going well.
Our process of continuing to offer the blister packs along with our traditional method of Communion is
working well and will be continued.

In new business, the Board agreed to bring back the Spaghetti Supper in the fall; however, we will need a
couple people to share the responsibility. We want a fundraiser in which we can invite the community. We
will announce this in the bulletin. It was also suggested we have a Saturday game night in the fall. Ideas for
fellowship include a soup cookoff and bingo night. Other fall ideas include shuffleboard or a Sunday Potluck.
Betty Park asked if we could put the Bibles back in the pews. We will do this after the meeting.
The floor in the fellowship hall and kitchen needs cleaned. The floor stripping is a time consuming and messy
job. Don Thallman will make sure the equipment is working and the wax is good and will supervise the project.
Several volunteers will be needed.
We have noticed some ants and have been spraying.
Next meeting will be October 11th at 7:00 p.m.
Mike Prosser motioned to end the meeting, Carolyn Thallman seconded the meeting, and the motion carried.
******************************************************************************************
While Pastor Dean is on vacation the week of August 15 – 21, Rev. Mike Denman will be providing the
message with Pastor Charlene Thomas providing pastoral care support during that time,
******************************************************************************************

During Pastor Dean’s annual evaluation, the SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee) identified the critical
need for a Lay Leader. Is the Holy Spirit possibly calling you to assist the pastor in connecting the congregation
with the community in mission Dei…God’s mission to the world? Please let Pastor Dean know if you are
interested in learning more about this opportunity.

Upcoming Fall Events
The Administrative Council is excited to announce the return of the Spaghetti Dinner from a two-year hiatus
due to Covid-19. Details to follow.
We will be having a Soup Cookoff & Game Night for the congregation this fall. As with the Spaghetti Dinner,
details to follow.

Scripture Readings for August-September, 2022
Monday
1 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Isaiah 1
Ecclesiastes 5

Tuesday
2 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 50
Ecclesiastes 6

Wednesday
3 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Genesis 15
Ecclesiastes 7

Thursday
4 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 33
Ecclesiastes 8

Friday
5 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Hebrews 11:1-22
Ecclesiastes 9

Saturday
6 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Luke 12:22-48
Ecclesiastes 10

Sunday
7 Aug 2022
PROPER 14(19)
{ Isaiah 1:1,10-20
Psalm 50:1-8,22-23
or
Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22 }
Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16
Luke 12:32-40
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
8 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Isaiah 5:1-7
Ecclesiastes 11

Tuesday
9 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 80
Ecclesiastes 12

Wednesday
10 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 23:9-32
(Psalm 117)

Thursday
11 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 82
(Psalm 118)

Friday
12 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Hebrews 11:23-12:13
(Psalm 119)

Saturday
13 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Luke 12:49-59
(Psalm 120)

Sunday
14 Aug 2022
PROPER 15(20)
{ Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2,8-19
or
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Psalm 82 }
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
15 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 1
(Psalm 121)

Tuesday
16 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 71
Jeremiah 2 & 3

Wednesday
17 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Isaiah 58
Jeremiah 4 & 5

Thursday
18 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 103
Jeremiah 6 & 7

Friday
19 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Hebrews 12:14-29
Jeremiah 8 & 9

Saturday
Sunday
20 Aug 2022
21 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
PROPER 16(21)
Luke 13
{ Jeremiah 1:4-10
Jeremiah 10 & 11 Psalm 71:1-6
or
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 103:1-8 }

Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17
(PM, see next Sunday)
Monday
22 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Jeremiah 12

Tuesday
23 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 81
Jeremiah 13

Wednesday
24 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Proverbs 25:6-8
Jeremiah 14

Thursday
25 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 112
Jeremiah 15

Friday
26 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Hebrews 13
Jeremiah 16

Saturday
27 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Luke 14:1-24
Jeremiah 17

Sunday
28 Aug 2022
PROPER 17(22)
{ Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1,10-16
or
Proverbs 25:6-7
Psalm 112 }
Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16
Luke 14:1,7-14
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
29 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 18
(Psalm 122)

Tuesday
30 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 139
Jeremiah 19

Wednesday
31 Aug 2022
ORDINARY
Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Jeremiah 20

Thursday
1 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 1
Jeremiah 21

Friday
2 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Philemon
Jeremiah 22

Saturday
3 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Luke 14:25-35
Jeremiah 23

Sunday
4 Sep 2022
PROPER 18(23)
{ Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
or
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1 }
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
5 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 4:9-31
Jeremiah 24

Tuesday
6 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 14
Jeremiah 25

Wednesday
7 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Exodus 32:1-33:6
Jeremiah 26

Thursday
8 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 51
Jeremiah 27

Friday
9 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
1 Timothy 1
Jeremiah 28

Saturday
10 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Luke 15
Jeremiah 29

Sunday
11 Sep 2022
PROPER 19(24)
{ Jeremiah 4:11-12,22-28
Psalm 14
or
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm 51:1-10 }
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
12 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 8:4-9:26
Jeremiah 30

Tuesday
13 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 79
Jeremiah 31

Wednesday
14 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Amos 8
(Psalm 123)

Thursday
15 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 113
(Psalm 124)

Friday
16 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
1 Timothy 2
(Psalm 125)

Saturday
17 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Luke 16:1-18
1 Timothy 3

Sunday
18 Sep 2022
PROPER 20(25)
{ Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
or
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113 }
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
19 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Jeremiah 32 & 33
(Psalm 126)

Tuesday
20 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 91
Jeremiah 34 & 35

Wednesday
21 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Amos 6:1-7
1 Timothy 4

Thursday
22 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 5

Friday
23 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
1 Timothy 6
Jeremiah 36

Saturday
Sunday
24 Sep 2022
25 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
PROPER 21(26)
Luke 16:19-31
{ Jeremiah 32:1-3a,6-15
Jeremiah 37 & 38 Psalm 91:1-6,14-16
or
Amos 6:1a,4-7
Psalm 146 }
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31
(PM, see next Sunday)

Monday
26 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Lamentations 1 & 2
(Psalm 127)

Tuesday
27 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Lamentations 3
Psalm 137

Wednesday
28 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Habakkuk 1 & 2
Lamentations 4

Thursday
29 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
Psalm 37
Lamentations 5

Friday
30 Sep 2022
ORDINARY
2 Timothy 1
Jeremiah 39
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