February-March, 2021

Bascom United Methodist Church
“Reaching People with the Love of Christ”
Worship on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.

Our Sunday in-person worship services are set to resume on Sunday, February 7 th at
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. We will continue to place our worship services on our
Facebook and website platforms. At this time, we are not scheduling an Ash
Wednesday worship service.
*****************************************************************************************************

WISE DECISIONS

The wise are cautious and avoid danger; fools plunge ahead with reckless confidence (Proverbs 14:16)
That was the best decision I ever made. What was I possibly thinking? It seemed like a good idea at the time. All
ways that we can describe some of the decisions we have made in life. According to multiple sources, we make
a staggering 35,000 of them each day. If we spend 7 hours of each day sleeping, that means we make roughly
2,000 decisions per hour, or 1 every 2 seconds. Most of the time, we don’t even realize we are making a decision
because our lives are on autopilot, going mindlessly from choice to choice to choice.
Decisions are important because every decision that we make becomes a permanent part of our life. Our story,
who we are, is built upon our decisions we make. Good decisions lead to a life that is on an upward trajectory,
while bad decisions lead to a life that is in a downward spiral. In addition, our private decisions have public
implications and affect more than just ourselves. Many of these 35,000 daily decisions are not life altering, but
many are. The problem is that we do not always know which ones are critical as we cannot tell the future.
There are four questions that we need to ask ourselves in order to make better decisions. It is also critical that
we also do our best to avoid making responses instead of decisions, as usually we come to regret responses.

Responses made in the heat of the moment are often emotional, and emotional responses have a poor track
record.
The first question we must ask ourselves is “Am I being honest with myself…really?” What is the real reason that
I am making this decision? So often, we can get caught up in our desires that we deceive ourselves with
justification, pretending the excuse is a valid reason. We want this, or we want to avoid that, so we justify. We
sell ourselves on bad decisions that later come back to bite us. Good decisions require that we be honest with
ourselves about why we are making the decision that we are making. Am I being honest with myself about why I
am making this decision or am I simply selling myself a regret?
Our next question is “What story do I want to tell?” As noted earlier, every decision becomes a permanent part
of our lives story. Decision by decision we are writing the story of our lives. How we will be known, how others
will trust and respect us, hinges upon the decisions that we make.
Our third question is “Is there a tension that deserves my attention?” This usually occurs when we are forced to
make unexpected decisions quickly with limited information. The Holy Spirit, who was sent to counsel and
nurture us, warns us through an internal discomfort that something just isn’t right. Often this tension is easy to
ignore because sell ourselves on what we want, or we want to appear decisive. Better decisions are made when
we pause and let the tension bother us as we do a quick prayer to the Holy Spirit for wisdom and guidance. If
the Holy Spirit tells us “this has bad idea written all over it,” it probably has bad idea written all over it.
Our final question is “What would be most honoring to God?” This question goes beyond right and wrong,
drawing us into the life we were created to have. We reorient our lives as we look beyond ourselves by living a
life that puts God first. This question is not for faint of heart as it has the power to change the direction of our
lives. We move from focusing on ourselves, to focusing on the love and hope of God.
Once we do that,
seriously do that, our lives are never the same.
Our culture demands instant gratification, instant feedback, instant decisions. Since all decisions have
consequences, positive or negative, we need to stand apart, taking the time to pause and pray to the Holy Spirit
before we begin make decisions. We need to ask ourselves these four basic questions before making any
decision. Remember if it’s not a wise decision, it’s probably not a good decision.
(Please note that this writing was inspired by a four-part teaching series on decisions by Andy Stanley.)

God Bless…Pastor Dean
*************************************************************************************************

I apologize for the delay; however, I’d like to thank everyone who answered God’s call to fill a shoebox for a
child in need. We were able to deliver approximately 15 shoeboxes to the drop off location, and I know that
some of you filled one online. You may never know the impact a simple shoebox could make in someone’s life.
God bless you all! Barb

7 interesting facts about Ohio and its history
Ohio’s history is pretty unique. Here are seven fun facts about the Buckeye State that you might not know:
1.Welcome aboard
While Ohio was declared a state in 1803 (its boundaries and constitution were approved by Thomas Jefferson), it
didn’t get the presidential stamp of approval until 1953. Dwight D. Eisenhower signed and backdated Ohio's
admittance to the union.
2. The great river
The state takes its name from the Ohio River. Ohio originated from the Iroquois word ohi-yo’, which means “great
river.” Ohio has over 40,000 miles of waterways.
3. The Mother of Presidents
Of the eight U.S. Presidents to come from Ohio, only one (Ulysses S. Grant) served two full terms, and four died
in office.
William Henry Harrison was born in Virginia but moved to Ohio after marrying his wife, who was from North Bend,
and he later became an Ohio Senator. He held the shortest term of any president, dying of pneumonia one month
after delivering the longest inauguration speech in U.S. presidential history.
The seven other presidents from Ohio — Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, James Garfield (assassinated while in
office), Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley (assassinated), William H. Taft and Warren G. Harding (died of a
stroke in office) — were born here, making the state known as the “Mother of Modern Presidents.”
4. Swing state
It’s often said that Ohio is the decision state when it comes to presidential elections. That is because only eight
presidents have lost in Ohio and gone on to the White House. The last U.S. President to be elected without
winning Ohio was John F. Kennedy in 1960…..and now Joe Biden in 2020.
5. Mound builders
Ancient tribes of “Mound Builders” left more than 6,000 burial mounds and forts throughout the Ohio region. The
Miamisburg Mound is the largest conical burial mound in the state and possibly in the eastern United States.
When European explorers first arrived in the 1600s, they found Delaware, Shawnee, Wyandot and Miami Indian
tribes living here. Frenchman Rene’-Robert Cavelier explored the Ohio region in 1670 and is believed to be the
first white man to visit the area.
6. All roads lead through here

“The Heart of It All” isn’t just a random slogan to promote tourism in Ohio. About 50 percent of the U.S. population
is located within 500 miles of Ohio’s state capital of Columbus.
7. Unique flag
Ohio’s flag is not rectangular like all the other state flags. Its pennant design is one-of-a-kind. According to the
Ohio State Flag Code, the flag is to be folded 17 times to represent Ohio as the 17th state to join the union.
**************************************** ******************** ********************************************

MORE CHURCH BLOOPERS
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person(s) you want remembered.
Attend and you will hear an excellent speaker and heave a healthy lunch.
The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and gracious hostility.
If you choose to heave during the Postlude, please do so quietly.
There will not be any Women Worth Watching this week.
The Honeymooners are now having bile studies each Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, even though he diets, yet shall be live.
On a church postcard: I have received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. I would like a personal call.
A new loudspeaker system has been installed in the church. It was given by one of our members in honor
of his wife.
The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not afflicted with any
church.
The "Over 60's Choir" will be disbanded for the summer with thanks.
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: "I upped My
Pledge----Up Yours."
Our next song is "Angels We Have Heard Get High."
The church is glad to have with us today as our guest minister the Rev. Shirley Green, who has Mrs.
Green with him. After the service we request that all remain in the sanctuary for the Hanging of the
Greens.

The third verse of Blessed Assurance will be sung without musical accomplishment.
The choir will meet at the Larsen house for fun and sinning.

January, 2021 Administrative Board Meeting Minutes January 13, 2021 7:00 p.m.
Those present were Bob Manz, Juanita Yambert, Bruce Kreh, Jeannie VanBuskirk, Karen Popenberg, Betty Park,
Carolyn Thallman, Lori Clay & Pastor Dean Not present: Don Thallman Meeting minutes taken by Lori Clay
Pastor Dean began the meeting with prayer. He shared that Pastor David Culp is retiring due to health issues.
He circulated his expense report for October, November and December. He had to purchase a new computer as
can be seen on December reimbursables. He is trying to continue to attempt to make 1 outreach call per day.
He still is making no visitations due to covid.
Regarding the church building, he just gave the Trustees a list of items to check into around the church. There
are no issues around the building that he is aware of. He had to call RotoRooter for the parsonage bathroom
again.
Tasha Frankart at the County Auditor reached out to him stating that they are going to try to start a Blessing Box
that folks who are in need could pick up. They hope to roll it out in May. He stated that we would like to
participate. We still have items available from the personal hygiene distribution that could be used.
In old business, there is no update from Ed Smith on the wiring project status. Pastor Dean doesn’t think
anything has been done on the gate yet.
Pastor Dean shared that there are folks that would like to get back to in person worship again. Discussion
started. After much discussion, Carolyn Thallman motioned to start in person worship again at beginning of
February. Those that want to come can come, and those that prefer not to, will still be able to view the online
worship. Juanita Yambert seconded the motion, and the motion carried. There will still be no public gatherings
allowed, nor a return to Sunday School for the time being, but Pastor Dean asked the Board to think about the
future of Sunday School and how our future will look, and we will discuss it at the next meeting in April.
Bob Manz motioned to accept the pastor’s expense report, Betty Park seconded the motion, and the motion
carried.
Jeannie VanBuskirk read the October meeting minutes. Carolyn Thallman motioned to approve the minutes as
read, Bob Manz seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Lori Clay presented the 2021 budget and gave the treasurer’s reports for October, November and December of
2020. She provided the current checkbook balance as $10,443.83. Regarding the budget, Pastor Dean
requested that in lieu of an organist salary (as Denise Stull is currently not able to play due to illness), during this
time, we send $75.00 per month to District Apportionments and $75.00 per month to Conference
Apportionments as Danene is willing to provide music if needed for services at this time. Betty Park moved to
do so, Karen Popenberg seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
In new business, Betty Park shared that the roof fund balance at the end of 2020 was $5,170.89. The campaign
will be complete at the end of 2021.
Jeannie VanBuskirk adjourned the meeting. Next meeting will be April 14th at 7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY-MARCH DAILY Bible Verses

Monday
1 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:111,20
1 Corinthians 9:1
6-23
Mark 1:29-39

Tuesday
2 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Isaiah 40
(Psalm 27)

Wednesday
3 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Psalm 147
(Psalm 28)

Thursday
4 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 9 & 1
0
(Psalm 29)

Friday
5 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Mark 1:29-39
1 Corinthians 11 & 1
2

Saturday
6 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:111,20
1 Corinthians 9:1
6-23
Mark 1:29-39

Sunday
7 Feb 2021
5 EPIPHANY
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11,20c
1 Corinthians 9:1623
Mark 1:29-39

Monday
8 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
1 Corinthians 9:2
4-27
Mark 1:40-45

Tuesday
9 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
2 Kings 5
Psalm 30
1 Corinthians 13

Wednesday
10 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 9:2427
Mark 1:40-45
1 Corinthians 14

Thursday
11 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Friday
12 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
2 Kings 2:1-18
Psalm 50
1 Corinthians 15

Saturday
13 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
2 Corinthians 4
Mark 9:2-13
1 Corinthians 16

Sunday
14 Feb 2021
TRANSFIGURATIO
N
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
6 EPIPHANY
PROPER 1
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
1 Corinthians 9:2427
Mark 1:40-45

Monday
15 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Numbers 1 & 2

Tuesday
16 Feb 2021
EPIPHANY
Numbers 3 & 4

Wednesday
17 Feb 2021
ASH
WEDNESDAY
Either Joel 2:12,12-17
or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20
b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6,1621

Thursday
18 Feb 2021
LENT
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

Friday
19 Feb 2021
LENT
Genesis 9:1-17
Psalm 25

Saturday
20 Feb 2021
LENT
1 Peter 3:8-22
Mark 1:9-20

Sunday
21 Feb 2021
1 LENT
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

Monday
22 Feb 2021
LENT
Genesis 17:17,15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Tuesday
23 Feb 2021
LENT
Genesis 17
Numbers 5 & 6

Wednesday
24 Feb 2021
LENT
Psalm 22
Numbers 7 & 8

Thursday
25 Feb 2021
LENT
Romans 4
Numbers 9 & 10

Friday
26 Feb 2021
LENT
Mark 8:31-9:13
Numbers 11 & 12

Saturday
27 Feb 2021
LENT
Genesis 17:17,15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Sunday
28 Feb 2021
2 LENT
Genesis 17:1-7,1516
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38
Mark 9:2-9
Monday
1 Mar 2021
LENT
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:1
8-25
John 2:13-22

Mark 8:31-38
Mark 9:2-9

Either Mark 8:31-38
or Mark 9:2-9

Tuesday
2 Mar 2021
LENT
Exodus 20:1-21
Numbers 13 & 14

Wednesday
3 Mar 2021
LENT
Psalm 19
Numbers 15 & 16

Thursday
4 Mar 2021
LENT
1 Corinthians 1:182:5
Numbers 17 & 18

Friday
5 Mar 2021
LENT
John 2
Numbers 19 & 20

Saturday
6 Mar 2021
LENT
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:1
8-25
John 2:13-22

Sunday
7 Mar 2021
3 LENT
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:1825
John 2:13-22

Monday
Tuesday
8 Mar 2021
9 Mar 2021
LENT
LENT
Numbers 21:4-9 Numbers 21 & 22
Psalm 107:13,17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Wednesday
10 Mar 2021
LENT
Psalm 107
Numbers 23 & 24

Thursday
11 Mar 2021
LENT
Ephesians 2:1-10
Numbers 25 & 26

Friday
12 Mar 2021
LENT
John 3 & 4

Saturday
13 Mar 2021
LENT
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:13,17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Sunday
14 Mar 2021
4 LENT
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3,1722
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Monday
15 Mar 2021
LENT
Jeremiah 31:3134
Psalm 51:1-12
Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Tuesday
16 Mar 2021
LENT
Jeremiah 30 & 31
Numbers 27

Wednesday
17 Mar 2021
LENT
Psalm 51
Numbers 28 & 29

Thursday
18 Mar 2021
LENT
Psalm 119:9-16
Numbers 30 & 31

Friday
19 Mar 2021
LENT
Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Numbers 32 & 33

Saturday
20 Mar 2021
LENT
John 12:20-36
Numbers 34 & 35

Sunday
21 Mar 2021
5 LENT
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Either Psalm 51:112
or Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Monday
22 Mar 2021
LENT
Mark 11:1-11
John 12:12-16
Psalm 118:12,19-29

Tuesday
23 Mar 2021
LENT
Isaiah 50:4-9
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

Wednesday
24 Mar 2021
LENT
Mark 11:1-11
John 12:12-19

Thursday
25 Mar 2021
LENT
Psalm 118
Numbers 36

Friday
26 Mar 2021
LENT
Isaiah 50
Psalm 31

Saturday
27 Mar 2021
LENT
Philippians 2:1-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

Sunday
28 Mar 2021
PALM SUNDAY
{ Either Mark 11:111
or John 12:12-16
Psalm 118:1-2,1929
or
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark (14:1-72);
15:1-39,(40-47) }

Monday
29 Mar 2021
HOLY MONDAY
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 36:5-11
Hebrews 9:11-15
John 12:1-11

Tuesday
30 Mar 2021
HOLY TUESDAY
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 71:1-14
1 Corinthians 1:1
8-31
John 12:20-36

Wednesday
31 Mar 2021
HOLY
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 70
Hebrews 12:1-3
John 13:21-32

Dates to Remember
Feb. 2

Groundhog Day

Our Sunday worship services resume w/precautions at 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 7
Super Bowl Sunday
Feb. 12-13
Pastor Dean at Course of Study*
Feb. 14
Valentine’s Day
Feb. 15
President’s Day
Feb. 17
Ash Wednesday (no service scheduled at this time)
Feb. 20
Pastor Dean at Local Licensed Interviews & Training*
March 12-13
Pastor Dean at Course of Study*
March 14
Don’t forget to “Spring” forward 1 hour
March 17
St. Patrick’s Day
March 20
First Day of Spring
March 28
Palm Sunday
*Please text Pastor, or leave a message on his cell phone, on these days & he will get back to you during breaks.
Feb. 7

What’s Prettier Than Freckles?
An elderly woman and her little grandson, whose face was sprinkled with bright freckles, spent the day at the zoo. Lots of ch ildren were
waiting in line to get their cheeks painted by a local artist who was decorating them with tiger paws.
“You’ve got so many freckles, there’s no place to paint!” a girl in the line said to the little fella.
Embarrassed, the little boy dropped his head. His grandmother knelt down next to him. “I love your freckles. When I was a little girl, I
always wanted freckles,” she said, while tracing her finger across the child’s cheek. Freckles are beautiful.”
The boy looked up, “Really?”
“Of course,” said the grandmother. “Why just name me one thing that’s prettier than freckles.”
The little boy thought for a moment, peering intensely into his grandma’s face and softly whispered, “Wrinkles.”

