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The Right Sacrifice 

 
 (Isaiah 1:11, 16-17) 
“The multitude of your sacrifices, what are they to me?” says the Lord….”Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil 
deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. Learn to do right; seek justice.  Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the 
fatherless; plead the case of the widow.” 

We often times make sacrifices for Lent. And by sacrifices, I mean we “give up” something for Lent. Maybe eating 
chocolate. Maybe binge-watching Netflix. Maybe watching sports or sports related shows and listening to them in our 
cars. And these can be the right sacrifice as long as we reach the desired goal which from the early days of Christianity is 
to spend that time usually devoted to these activities in strengthening our relationship with God during Lent.   

Although Easter is the most significant of the Christian holidays it does not enjoy the kind of enthusiastic fanfare 
afforded Christmas or even Thanksgiving and let’s face it, Halloween. Lent is a forty-day period before Easter (we do not 
count Sundays as that always is a celebration of the resurrection) and begins on Ash Wednesday when we as followers 
of a Risen Savior enter into a season of soul-searching, reflection and taking stock. In the earliest days of the Church Lent 
began as a time of preparation for Easter, and by observing Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into 
the wilderness. How can we use the 40 days of Lent to prepare our hearts for Christendom’s most sacred Holy-Day? 
What do we do during the 40 days to shake ourselves from business as usual, making the right sacrifice as we enter into 
a more spiritually attuned life?  

This Lent Season should shake us loose from our complacency as we strive to be honest with God and become more 
connected to His Will for our Life. The Christian faith is supposed to be about imitating Jesus who said and did some 
incredibly radical things. I think oftentimes we get caught up in the wrong stuff during LENT Season. We try to make it 
appear as though we are doing things to deny ourselves and draw closer to the Lord, and yet we are making the wrong 
sacrifice. Every year during this time we do the same thing over and over again for Lent. Would you be willing to go 
beyond the comfortable level of self-sacrifice you normally observe in order to more closely imitate Jesus? In order to 
prepare your heart for Easter? 

So, the question becomes is Lent a time of self-denial? I believe that Lent is an excellent time to remember how Jesus 
lived a life of self-denial as we give up something. But Jesus isn’t concerned with us doing things such as not eating meat, 
or watching TV or wasting eight-hours a day watching and listening to sports talk shows. Jesus is always concerned with 
what’s going on in our hearts. Jesus said that it is in our hearts that sin is revealed. Lent is a time to give up those Sins in 
our lives, to make the right sacrifice. It’s a time to give up the sin of Hypocrisy – acting like a Christian on the outside 
while being proud and self-centered on the inside. Lent is a time to give up the sin of Duplicity – being a Christian on 
Sundays while living like an unbeliever on Fridays.  It’s a time to give up the sin of being Lethargic – “someday I’ll …fill in 
the blank…” while we’re just too busy focusing on everything except God. 



 

Lent is ultimately a time to focus on self-examination. An individual’s response to the call for purposeful reflection on 
one’s need for God is an important factor in choosing the right sacrifice with which to actively observe Lent. For some, 
fasting is a means of self-examination and denial. Yet, fasting is not an appropriate discipline for all people. The purpose 
of a Lenten discipline is to strip away those things which clutter one’s life or impede one from being in relationship with 
God. Therefore, much of what we do is not the right sacrifice because after 40 days we go back to TV, the sports talk 
shows, eating meat or whatever we sacrificed for the 40 days. Lent is to be a time when those things that clutter are 
stripped away, resulting in our giving up our sinful habits and our sinful attitudes as we stand before God, asking him to 
forgive us as our sins are washed away. 

Lent is an attitude. It’s an attitude of honesty and humility as we confess our sins to God. But Lent is also an attitude of 
relief and joy, knowing that our sins have been forgiven, our slate wiped clean, as we seek to serve our God with our 
lives. Yes, these 40 days are a time for us to look deep into our hearts, to think about our life and how we’ve been living 
it. To appreciate the perfect sacrifice of our Lord, Savior and King Christ Jesus that has set us free. Lent is an opportunity 
for us to pursue where we haven’t gone yet as we experience more and more of an inexhaustible God who loves us, 
pursues us, redeems us, strengthens us, and transforms us.  

God Bless…Pastor Dean 

******************************************************************************************** 

Super Bowl Subs February 2023 

We will be making Super Bowl Subs again on Saturday, February 11th at 9:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall.  Sign up in the 
Narthex if you want to help assemble. Please see Ron Lutz if you would like to order subs.  Subs this year are $8.00 each.  
A big “THANK YOU” to Ron for leading this project! 

                                    
***************************************************************************** 

 
White Peppermint Hot Chocolate 

 
In a small pot, combine 1 cup whole milk and 1 peppermint tea bag. Bring to a low simmer.  Cover and steep for 3 minutes, then 
remove tea bag. Whisk in 2 oz. white chocolate, chopped, until melted. Pour into mug and top with whipped cream or marshmallows 
and crushed peppermint candies. For an impressive presentation, moisten rim of empty mug with water then roll in finely crushed 
peppermint candies. 

 
 

Homemade Hot Cocoa 
 

½ c. unsweetened cocoa powder                                                                       ½ c. boiling water 
½ c. white sugar                                                                                                              3 ½ cups milk 
1 pinch salt                                                                                                                      ¾ teaspoon vanilla extract 
½ c. half-and-half cream 
 
In a saucepan, combine sugar, cocoa and salt. Add water, bring to a boil. 
Cook and stir for 2 minutes. Stir in milk; heat to serving temperature (do not boil). 
Remove from the heat; stir in vanilla. Whisk until frothy. If desired, garnish with marshmallows, cream or cinnamon sticks. 

 

 

 



         

One particular four year old prayed, 

 “And forgive us our trash baskets 

as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets.” 

 

 
 

LENTEN QUIZ 
What does the term ‘Lent,’ which comes from ‘lencten,’ mean?  
 

A. Sacrifice  
B. Time  
C. Spring 
D. March Madness 

 
How were ashes imposed in the early church?  
 

A. The shape of a cross was drawn on the forehead.  
B. Ashes were smeared across closed eyelids.  
C. Ashes were poured or sprinkled over the head.  

  
Why do people give things up for Lent?  
 

A. To follow the example of Jesus’ 40-day fast in the wilderness.  
B. To help us focus on prayer and devotions.  
C. To give the acquired savings to the poor.  
D. All of the above.  

 
What snack food has significance during Lent?  

A. Chocolate  
B. Pretzels  
C. Popcorn  
D. All of the above.  

 
Many people fast during Lent. How often did John Wesley fast?  
 

A. Twice a week  
B. Twice a month  
C. Twice a year  
D. Rarely  
E. He did not fast.  

 
 
 
Why does Lent last 40 days?  



 
A. To represent the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, tempted by Satan.  
B. To recall the 40 days and nights the earth was flooded in the Old Testament.  
C. To remind us of the 40 years the Israelites wandered in the desert.  

 
What do some United Methodists not sing at Lent?  

A. Doxologies  
B. Alleluia  
C. “In the Garden”  
D. The communion liturgy.  

 
Which hymn, based on St. Patrick's prayer, would be a good Lenten devotion?  

A. “Jesus Walked This Lonely Valley”  
B. “Christ Beside Me”  
C. “O Happy Day, That Fixed My Choice”  
D. “Come and Find the Quiet Center”  

 
True or false?  
Sundays are not counted in the 40 days of Lent.  

A. True  
B. False 

 
When early Methodists in America sat in a church on a mourner's bench, they would:  
        A,    Repent their sins  

B. Experience a new birth  
C. Rededicate themselves to Jesus  
D. All of the above 

********************************************************************************************** 

 
TAKE TIME TO……. 

 
WORK  -  it is the price of success. 

THINK  -  it is the source of power. 

PLAY  -  it is the secret of perpetual youth. 

READ – it is the fountain of wisdom. 

WORSHIP  -  it is the highway to reverence. 

BE FRIENDLY  -  it is the road to happiness. 

DREAM  -  it is hitching your wagon to a star. 

LOVE AND BE LOVED  -  it is the privilege of God. 

LOOK AROUND  -  it is too short a day to be self centered. 

LAUGH  -  it is the music of the soul. 

                                                                                                            
 

 

    



                
          February-March Events 

 
Feb. 4     Men’s breakfast at The Front 9     9:00 a.m.      
Feb. 5                  Communion Sunday 
Feb. 11   Super Bowl Sub Making      9:30 a.m. 
Feb. 12  Super Bowl Sunday 
Feb. 14  Valentine’s Day  
Feb. 17-18 Pastor Dean at Course of Study 
Feb. 20  President’s Day 
Feb. 21  Administrative Board Meeting     7:00 p.m. 
Feb. 22   Ash Wednesday  
March 4 Men’s breakfast location TBA     9:00 a.m. 
March 5 Communion Sunday 
March 12 Daylight Saving Time starts     2:00 a.m. 
March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
March 20 First day of Spring 
                                      (Lenten service information TBA) 
 

1. C                                                                    Quiz answers                                                                                                                                                                          

2. C         

3. D        

4. B         

5. A 

6. A    

7. B     

8. B    

9. A    

10.  D 
      

************************************************************************************************** 

 
  
Following are the Scriptures that go along with the pastor’s sermons for the months of February and  

March, 2023. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Wednesday 
1 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Psalm 112 
Isaiah 60 

Thursday 
2 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
1 Corinthians 2 
Isaiah 61 

Friday 
3 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Matthew 5:13-20 
Isaiah 62 

Saturday 
4 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Isaiah 58:1-12 
Psalm 112:1-10 
1 Corinthians 2:1-
16 
Matthew 5:13-20 

Sunday 
5 Feb 2023 
   5 EPIPHANY 
Isaiah 58:1-9a,(9b-12) 
Psalm 112:1-9,(10) 
1 Corinthians 2:1-
12,(13-16) 
Matthew 5:13-20 

 
 
 
 
 

    

Monday 
6 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

Tuesday 
7 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Deuteronomy 30:11-
20 
Isaiah 63 

Wednesday 
8 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Psalm 119:1-8 
Isaiah 64 

Thursday 
9 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Isaiah 65 

Friday 
10 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Matthew 5:21-37 
Isaiah 66 

Saturday 
11 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Deuteronomy 30:15-
20 
Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

Sunday 
12 Feb 2023 
   6 EPIPHANY 
   PROPER 1 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

Monday 
13 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18 
Psalm 119:33-40 
1 Corinthians 3:10-
11,16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48 

Tuesday 
14 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Leviticus 19 
Psalm 119:33-40 

Wednesday 
15 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
1 Corinthians 3:10-23 
Matthew 5:38-6:34 

Thursday 
16 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 2 
Psalm 99 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Friday 
17 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Exodus 24 
Psalm 2 
Psalm 99 
Matthew 7 

Saturday 
18 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
2 Peter 1:12-21 
Matthew 17:1-13 
Matthew 8 

Sunday 
19 Feb 2023 
   TRANSFIGURATION 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Either Psalm 2 
  or Psalm 99 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
   7 EPIPHANY 
   PROPER 2 
Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18 
Psalm 119:33-40 
1 Corinthians 3:1-
11,16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48 

Monday 
20 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Ezekiel 1 & 2 & 3 

Tuesday 
21 Feb 2023 
   EPIPHANY 
Ezekiel 4 & 5 & 6 

Wednesday 
22 Feb 2023 
   ASH WEDNESDAY 
Either Joel 2:1-2,12-17 
  or Isaiah 58:1-12 
Psalm 51:1-17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-
6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

Thursday 
23 Feb 2023 
   LENT 
Genesis 2:15-17; 
3:1-7 
Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Friday 
24 Feb 2023 
   LENT 
Genesis 2:4-3:24 
Psalm 32 
Ezekiel 7 & 8 

Saturday 
25 Feb 2023 
   LENT 
Romans 5:12-21 
Matthew 4:1-11 
Ezekiel 9 & 10 

Sunday 
26 Feb 2023 
   1 LENT 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Monday 
27 Feb 2023 
   LENT 
Genesis 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
John 3:1-17 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Tuesday 
28 Feb 2023 
   LENT 
Genesis 12:1-9 
Ezekiel 11 & 12 

Wednesday 
1 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Psalm 121 
Ezekiel 13 & 14 

Thursday 
2 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Romans 4 
Ezekiel 15 & 16 

Friday 
3 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
John 3:1-21 
Ezekiel 17 & 18 

Saturday 
4 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Matthew 17:1-13 
Ezekiel 19 & 20 

Sunday 
5 Mar 2023 
   2 LENT 
Genesis 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
Either John 3:1-17 
  or Matthew 17:1-9 

Monday 
6 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

Tuesday 
7 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Ezekiel 21 & 22 

Wednesday 
8 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Psalm 95 
Ezekiel 23 & 24 

Thursday 
9 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Romans 5 
Ezekiel 25 & 26 

Friday 
10 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
John 4:1-42 
Ezekiel 27 & 28 

Saturday 
11 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

Sunday 
12 Mar 2023 
   3 LENT 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

Monday 
13 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 

 

Tuesday 
14 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Ezekiel 29 & 30 

Wednesday 
15 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 31 & 32 

Thursday 
16 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Ephesians 4:17-
5:21 
Ezekiel 33 & 34 

Friday 
17 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
John 9 
Ezekiel 35 & 36 

Saturday 
18 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

Sunday 
19 Mar 2023 
   4 LENT 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 
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Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

Monday 
20 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

Tuesday 
21 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Ezekiel 37 & 38 
(1 Chronicles 1) 

Wednesday 
22 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Psalm 130 
Ezekiel 39 & 40 

Thursday 
23 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Romans 8:1-17 
Ezekiel 41 & 42 

Friday 
24 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
John 11 
Ezekiel 43 & 44 

Saturday 
25 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

Sunday 
26 Mar 2023 
   5 LENT 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

Monday 
27 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:1-2,19-21 

Tuesday 
28 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Isaiah 50:4-9 
Psalm 31:9-16 

 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 

Wednesday 
29 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Ezekiel 45 & 46 

Thursday 
30 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Psalm 118 
Ezekiel 47 & 48 

Friday 
31 Mar 2023 
   LENT 
Isaiah 50 
Psalm 31 
(1 Chronicles 2)   

       

 

   
               

December, 2022 Administrative Board Meeting                                                    December 14, 2022  7:00 p.m.  
                                      
Present: Pastor Dean, Helen Emerine, Don Thallman, Carolyn Thallman, Mike Prosser, Lori Clay 
 
 
Pastor Dean opened with prayer and thanked everyone for their contributions to the Raise the Roof fund as it has covered some of the 
recent maintenance costs in place of the regular fund. The recent elevator repairs totaled $1500-$1600 and was covered by Raise the 
Roof.  
 
We sent Rumpke a certified letter of termination on 10/19/22 which was signed for on 10/22/22 (Rumpke $64.21/month vs Apple 
Disposal $23.00/month).  It was confirmed  by call from Pastor Dean that service is to be terminated effective 1/2023 as they originally 
stated they had nothing on file. Apple’s service starts 1/6/23 at $23.00 per month. We are to prepay 4 months at $23/month when we 
receive invoice to have tote delivered. Rumpke’s invoice for just for the month of December was $92.45! 
 
Regarding the church boiler, Craig Illig repaired it on Friday, 10/21/22. The corrosion was surface only from a faulty air vent at the top of 
the south boiler pipework. Pipes and fittings were cleared along with both boiler drains from build-up. Also removed wasp nests from 
both intake pipes. The gas bill increase was discussed. There is really nothing we can do as the building is so large, and we can only take 
maintenance temperature so low (they recommend no lower than 62 degrees). It is extremely inefficient to heat up areas when needed if 
you take lower.  Recommendations were to check air intakes during spring/summer/fall as nests can negatively impact air flow and cause 
boilers to shut down, and to have the drains serviced every fall. The boiler inspection is scheduled for Tuesday, November 1

st
.  The boiler 

maintenance was also paid from the Roof Fund. 
 
Nothing to report on the parsonage other than Danene and Pastor Dean love their home. 
 
Regarding the deed to the parsonage, Larry Beidelschies was successful in the latest attempt to convert from the Trustees of the United 
Brethren church to the Bascom United Methodist Church during week of November 27th.  Paperwork is maintained in the Treasurer’s 
office safe. The attorney donated his time. It is in trust to the United Methodist Church. 
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Pastor Dean is now doing monthly worship services at St. Francis as opposed to every other month.  We are the only church providing 
Holy Communion. It is held the fourth Wednesday of each month.  
 
2023 apportionments will be $16,814. They were $16,194 in 2022. 
 
Spire Advertising has the online giving button attached to the website, and we have posted a link on our Facebook page.  Pastor Dean 
and Lori Clay will attend a training. We also need 5 people to go online and give at least $3.00 each to create a “batch” to verify 
everything is working correctly. Ashley can be contacted once we get the five donors.  
 
The Spaghetti Dinner raised approximately $3,100 to support the “Battle for Brody” and Brad & Aleigh Daniel. Please continue to pray for 
Brody who has upcoming surgeries and treatment scheduled. 
 
All of the Board members have attended the Safe Sanctuary training except for Mike Prosser. Mike will take the materials and review it at 
home. Everyone else will need to sign an acknowledgement of review. In the event that there would be any problems with the Pastor, the 
procedure is to notify Amy Haines, our district coordinator.  
 
In old business, we need a video to share with the congregation showing where the fire extinguishers are. We will do this after the first of 
the year via a PowerPoint presentation. We will also check into getting some “Damp Its” at Walmart to resolve humidity control.  
 
Ron Lutz is still seeking a trainee to participate and eventually perform the Fund Balance Audit.   
 
Cleaning of the floors was discussed, and it was determined that we will check into seeing how much it would cost to have it outsourced. 
Dean will check with Pastor Charlene and Tina Newman to see how they do it at St. Paul’s and at Heidelberg. 
 
Marybelle Heiserman’s 100

th
 birthday party here was a success, and she was very grateful. 

 
There were no corrections to last meeting’s minutes. There was no other old business to cover. 
 
Lori Clay gave the treasurer’s report and review of 2023 budget. Current checkbook balance is $5,278.44.  Lori shared that we have seen 
some increase in recent offerings.  Bob Manz continually works with the utilities to make sure we are getting the best rate. We were 
unable to lower insurance cost as we didn’t qualify. Carolyn Thallman motioned to accept the report and budget, and Don Thallman 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
 
In new business, the upcoming Sub Sale prices and sizes were discussed due to a large increase in material costs.  We still want to try to 
keep the cost of the sub down as much as we can. It was decided upon to keep the 12” size and charge cost to $8.00 per sub, and exclude 
lettuce. Mike Prosser made the motion, Don Thallman seconded it, and the motion carried.  
 
We will have both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  
 
Don Thallman closed the meeting with prayer. The next meeting is February 21

st
 at 7:00 p.m. Date was changed due to Valentine’s Day. 
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